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Introduction 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful . . . 

All praise is due to Allah, the One, the Singular, the Unique, and the Absolute! He is the One who 
does not take a companion or son. I bear witness that there is no God but Allah, the One without partner; 
the only One qualified ( al-Mukhtass ) with the attributes of perfection; the One in which all attributes of 
deficiency, likeness, and similitude are removed from! 

I bear witness that our master ( sayyid) Muhammad is His Slave and Messenger sent as the mercy 
of the worlds and a proof against the deniers! May the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him and his 
Pure Progeny! As to what follows... 

There were a series of questions sent to me from an Iraqi brother, may Allah bless him and guide 
him towards what He loves and is pleased with. I desired to answer them with much contemplation and 
preoccupation desirous to advise and guide towards the righteous. It is that which Allah obligates upon the 
scholars to deliver and make clear. 

It is upon Allah that we rely and seek help, clarity, correction, and acceptance. We hope that one is 
able to mull over, consider, and contemplate what we say. 

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful . . . 

Know, may Allah guide us and it is only You that we believe in, that Allah sent Prophets, may 
Allah bless them, to the community and past communities as those who give warning and good news. 
[These] conveyors of good news obeyed Allah with the view of an eternal, everlasting happiness, which is 
entrance to the Blessed Paradise. Allah made us, you, our parents, and brothers all believers. It is sufficient 
in describing what Allah, the Exalted, described in His Book saying: { . . .and there will be found all that the 
souls might desire, and [all that] thee eyes might delight in. And therein you shall abide forever] (Q. 43:71) 
and { . . .and in that [life to come] you shall have all that your souls may desire, and in it you shall have all 
that you ever prayed for] (Q. 41:31). 

Similar is related in the Qur’an and what is described by His Prophet, peace and blessings be upon 
him and his progeny, from his statement: 

((The bricks of Paradise are of gold and silver. Its rocks are of rubies, emeralds, and 
pearls. Its soil is of musk and saffron. Its rivers are ongoing and its fruits hang [in 
abundance]. Its birds are compliant. There’s no sun or freezing cold, and for every man 
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there will be 1000 beautiful spouses from its people. They will be with their beautiful 
wives for 1000 years, and not fatigue or tire. The lower station of the people of Paradise 
is given to those who will have lunch on it and will start with 10,000 leaves for every leaf 
. The colours, taste, and smell of the food won’t be like the other. When a bird passes a 
man from the people of Paradise and he desires to eat it, the bird will drop in front of him 
either cooked or barbecued depending upon what comes to his mind. When a man 
of Paradise walks between several of its trees and he desires to eat a fruit, the fruit that he 
desires to eat will fall in front of him. If a heavenly spouse ( h'awra ) was presented to 
people of earth, it will cover the light of the sun and the people of earth will go into 
disarray (fitna ))). 

Then, this good news is from obeying Allah and they obey . . .O Allah, make us among its people! 
The warning is a warning for anyone who does not answer their call and disobeys Allah will enter the 
flames of Hell. We seek refuge in Allah from that. It is enough of a description of what Allah described in 
his statement: {Every time their skins are roasted. We will replace them with other skins so that they will 
taste the punishment} (Q. 4:56), {They will not live within nor will they die} (Q. 87:13), { . . .they will drink 
scalding water that will cut their intestines} (Q. 47:15), { . . .and they call for relief, they will be relieved 
with water like murky oil, which burns their faces} (Q. 18:29). 

Then, let the seeker know that knowledge is the destination of the seeker. Scientific research is the 
way to escape from the painful punishment and arriving to the Gardens of Delight. They are not to be 
tempted by fathers and ancestors that are not guided by Allah and thoughtful insight. But if they are guided 
by Allah, it is as Joseph, upon him be peace, said: {And I have followed the religion of my fathers, 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob} (Q. 12:38). The Exalted also says: {Those who believe and their descendants 
that followed them in faith; we will join with them their descendants} (Q. 52:21). 

This is the time to embark on the meaning. It is from Allah that we derive benefit, guidance, and 
reward. We solely rely on Him and He is the best Guardian 1 . 

The First Issue: What is the difference between the Zaydi school and the 12ers? 

I, Imamate 

There are many differences between us and them. More importantly, after reviewing and recalling 
the various proofs between them, we will demonstrate the predominance of the Zaydi school. 

The Imamites say that the Imamate is restricted to nine descendants of al-Hussein after him; the 
first of which being ‘Ali bin al-Hussein 2 and the last of them being Muhammad bin al-Hassan al-Askari 3 , 
who is regarded by them as the awaited Imam Mahdi. 

The Zaydis say that the Imamate is restricted to a son of two grandsons [i.e. al-Hassan and 
al-Hussein] and not restricted to a particular womb. The Zaydis rely upon the Hadith of the Two Weighty 



1 See Q. 3:173 

2 He is Imam Zayn al-Abidln 'Ali bin al-Hussein (d. 94 AH), the 4th of the divinely ordained imams according to the 12er Shiites. 

3 He is Muhammad bin al-Hassan (b. 868 AD). He is regarded by the 12ers as the 12th and final imam who will remain hidden until 
the End times. 
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Things (al-Hadith ath-Thaqalayn) and the HadTth of the Ark ( al-HadTth as-Safina). The 12ers also 
recognize the authenticity of these hadTths. These hadTths are narrated by Shiites and Sunnites. We use 
these two hadTths as our proofs which are recognized by all of the communities, similar to the statement of 
the Exalted: {Verily Allah wills to remove from you sin, O People of the House, and purify you 
thoroughly} (33:33) and {Say: I ask you for no reward but only affection toward the kin} (42:23). This 
applies to all of the People of the House ( Ahlul Bayt ) and not restricted to the nine descendants of 
al-Hussein. 

The Imamites do not deny that all of the People of the House at a time may be an imam from 
among their imams; however, they do not say that that imam is included in the Imamate. [According to 
them] he does not have to establish [his Imamate] or call [people to him]. Even though he established [his 
Imamate] or called [people to them] with perfect conditions, they say that Imam ar-Riza 4 is included in the 
Imamate. Then, he is an imam to us because he established [his Imamate] and called [people to him]. 

We do not claim that their imams called the Imamate to themselves. We don’t believe in that and 
censure them for that. Allah commands us to obey the People of the House and not obey a sect of the 
Shiites like the command of Allah and the command of His Messenger. The command did not comply with 
command of their emulation. Whoever calls [to himself] without apparent evidence, then his call is invalid. 
One does not differentiate right from wrong unless there is evidence. Whether this application pertains to 
the nine or the other People of the House, there is disagreement. 

However, there is no dispute when it comes to them standing against injustice by means of jihad 
and in defence of oneself and one’s precious things, while objecting the jihad done by the oppressive 
Umayyads and ‘ Abbasids. They pursued and killed under every stone and clay, brutally suppressed 
opposition and displaced the truthful prospects like the statement of the Prophet, peace and blessings be 
upon him and his progeny: ((My offspring will be killed and turned from their homes by my 
community...)). 

They call to Allah: [O our people! Respond to the Caller of Allah and believe in him} to 
[whomever doesn’t respond to the Caller of Allah will not cause failure upon the earth} (Q. 46:31-32). 
Concerning that, the 12er school is contrary to justice and wisdom. This causes the community after 
al-Hassan al-Askari to neglect commanding the good and forbidding the evil, to not establish the 
punishments, and to expel the opponents of our time. This is more than 1000 years without them 
commanding the good and forbidding the evil by struggling till our times (1400 A.H). 

This is similar to the words of the Allah, the Powerful and Majestic: [And let there be among you 
a nation commanding the good and forbidding the evil . . . } (Q. 3:1 04), { Those of the children of Israel who 
were bent on denying the truth have [already] been cursed by the tongue of David and of Jesus, the son of 
Mary; this, because they rebelled [against Allah] and persisted in transgressing the bounds of what is right. 
They would not prevent one another from doing whatever hateful things they did: evil indeed was what 
they were wont to do! } (Q. 5:78-79), [You are indeed the best community that has ever been brought forth 
for [the good of] mankind: you command the doing of what is right and forbid the doing of what is wrong} 
(Q. 3:1 10), { Such of the believers as remain passive other than the disabled - cannot be considered equal to 
those who strive hard in Allah’s cause} (Q. 4:95) How much is in the sunnah regarding the urging of that 



4 He is Imam ar-Riza ‘Ali bin Musa (d. 818 AD). According to the 12ers, he is the 8th of the 12 divinely ordained imams. 
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and threatening the ones who avoid it! 

The reason for the disagreement concerning the Great Imam, Zayd bin ‘Ali bin al-Hussein bin ‘Ali 
bin Abi Talib 5 , Allah’s peace be on them, related to when he came forth and called people to pledge their 
allegiance and become his Shiites. There were many other people who stopped him and told him: “You are 
not an Imam!” 

He replied: “Well, then who is he [i.e. the Imam]?” 

They said: “Your nephew, Ja’far 6 .” 

He said: “Verily, Ja’far said: ‘He [i.e. Zayd] is the only true Imam. Why don’t you write to him to ask 
him?” 

They said: “The road is severed and we cannot find a messenger except for 40 dinars'” 

He said: “Here’s 40 dinars.” 

So, they wrote and sent it to him. . .Then the next day came. 

They said: “Verily he has engaged in dissimulation with you!” 

He said: “Woe be unto you! How can an imam engage in dissimilation, hide the truth, or be in fear when 
there is no problem?! You now vow that you will fight with me? I urge that you give the oath of allegiance 
to me like the oaths of allegiance to ‘Ali, al-Hassan, and al-Hussein, upon them be peace. I urge you to give 
the oath of allegiance to me with your weapons or, at least, your tongues!” 

They said: “We will do nothing!” 

He said: “Allah is the Greatest! I swear by Allah, you all are the Rafidites 7 mentioned by the Messenger of 
Allah in his statement: 

((After me there will be a people who will reject ( yurfadun ) the jihad with the good of the 
People of my House and they will say that there is no commanding the good or 
forbidding the evil! They will mimic in the religion and follow their whims...)).” 
Al-Hadi 8 , upon him be peace, narrated this. Also, in some of the narrations, they had reneged after 
the oath of allegiance from fear of the Umayyad authority, and they claim these explanations to justify their 
position. There was no disagreement between Ja’far and Zayd, peace be upon them both. We don’t dispute. 

The books of the Zaydis include overwhelming narrations on the authorities of ‘Ali ar-Riza, Musa 
al-Kadhim, Ja’far as-Sadiq, Muhammad al-Baqir, Zayn al-‘Abid!n, [this also includes] the sons of the two 
Hassans [i.e. al-Hassan and al-Hussein] and their ancestors. The Zaydis believe in all of them. We follow 
them all and make no distinction between any of them and unto Him we have surrendered. If it is a dispute 
between us and them, we do not make them take from our predecessors and what fills our books with their 
narrations which are well-known. The community narrated it, and history highlights it. 

They narrated on the authority of Ja’far that he claimed that he was Imam. However, we deny this. 
We actually narrated the opposite view on his authority. This is narrated by the great Imam of Yemen, 
al-Hadi ila al-Haqq, Yahya bin Hussein bin Qasim bin Ibrahim bin Isma’il bin Ibrahim bin al-Hassan bin 



5 He is Imam ash-Shahld Zayd bin "Ali (d. 740 AD). He was killed during a revolt he led against the Umayyads. 

6 He is Imam as-Sadiq Ja’far bin Muhammad (d. 765 AD). He is considered the 6th of the 12 divinely ordained imams. 

7 The Arabic term for “Rafidites” translates into “Rejectors”; however, since the followers of the 12er school are commonly known 
as “Rafidites”, we have maintained the term. 

8 He is Imam al-Hadi ila al-Haqq Yahya bin al-Hussein (d. 91 1 AD). He is a Zaydi imam that is one of the central figures in Zaydi 
theology, law, and thought. 
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